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This presentation is an attempt to discuss tourism in Myanmar (Burma) especially in the
21st century from anthropological viewpoint. Recently Myanmar is one of the countries that attract
much attention in the world because of its political and economical dynamics. When the president,
U Thein Sein after his inauguration began to communicate directly and openly with the Nobel
Peace Prize winner, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi who is an Opposition leader, almost foreign medias
welcomed his change of policy and are watching how the change will be really going-on now. In
parallel with it, more amount of economic investments from abroad are rapidly done than before
through competing each other with following Chinese money.

The author has experienced several field-researches in Burma/Myanmar as a cultural
anthropologist since 1983 and wrote a book titled Anthropological Study of Tourism in Myanmar in
1999 (in Japanese) that includes the data of tourism there and analyzes an epoch-making campaign
for tourism named Visit Myanmar Year in 1996.

One of the analytical concepts in the above-mentioned monograph is "Political
Tourism". The term signifies that the tourism in Myanmar seems to be much controlled by the
military junta at that period. Even after opening the door of the country on a large scale for
obtaining foreign currency in 1990s, the political leaders who were military soldiers continued to
manipulate how to show the political situation to tourists as well as foreign medias, who were
expected that they would watch how safe Myanmar was in order to sweep away poor reputation.
That’s why I used the concept, "Political Tourism".

As far as any governmental ministries or offices participate in tourism by financial and
security reasons and so on, tourism must be more or less influenced by the political authorities
concerned. In case of Myanmar, all of the key-persons were the same ones in all of political,
economical and defense spheres. They did not want to show political insecurity and strictly limited
where foreign tourists could visit. Historically speaking, since the independence in 1948,
anti-governmental groups continued to be active and there happened “never-ending” struggles with
the national army. And especially after the military coup d’état in 1962, almost all of ordinary
people living in the country gradually became to be terribly discriminated and oppressed under the
military junta. Such a situation was severely criticized by western countries. One of the important
reasons the governmental participation in tourism enterprise in 1990s was to produce how
Myanmar was surely democratizing by showing only secure scenery towards foreign tourists.

The purposes of this presentation are as follows: (1) To report tourism situation in 2013,
(2) To discuss dynamics of tourism by comparing with the previous phase and (3) To rethink
"Political Tourism" in Myanmar. I hope my presentation is informative, productive and provocative
for this symposium.
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